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FAECAL ACCIDENT PROCEDURE





Faecal material will contaminate pool water.  The following are standard procedures for dealing with faecal accidents and aim to provide pool managers / operators with adequate and practical measures to reduce the risk of pathogen contamination (whether Cryptosporidium, Giardia or other micro-organisms).





Faecal Solids





evacuate and isolate immediate area


remove solids


spot superchlorinate using a watering can containing a solution of Free Available Chlorine in excess of 100 mg/L


keep area clear for 30 minutes


ensure chlorine is adequately dispersed before allowing people to re-enter area   -  spot test area to check chlorine dilution





Diarrhoea





evacuate and isolate immediate area – this may mean the entire pool


remove any solids, vacuum to waste


increase pool FAC to no less than 5 mg / L


keep area clear for long enough to allow faecal matter to be removed by vacuum and / up to 3 pool turnovers (pool specific)


ensure chlorine is adequately dispersed (below 5mg/L throughout the pool vacuum before allowing people to re-enter area





Notifiable Disease Outbreaks





Regional Public Health or Choice Health Wairarapa will notify school principals if there is a notifiable disease outbreak in the area and there is epidemiological evidence linking the pool with the outbreak.  Do not conduct additional microbiological tests unless requested by Regional public Health or Choice Health.





Criteria for closing pools due to a notifiable disease outbreak will be in consultation with Regional Public Health or Choice Health, and an Environmental Health Officer of the Local Authority concerned.  A pool will be re-opened when testing indicates negative results and the outbreak is declared over.





NB:  This policy has been lifted from the New Zealand Standard “NZS 5826: 2000 – Pool Water Quality”  Page 24-25
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