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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

RATIONALE:

Mainstreaming, Normalisation or Inclusive Education is seen as the placement and teaching of Special Needs students within a normal classroom.  Special Needs pupils are those who need the programme, goals and or resources adapted in order for them to meet their learning needs within a given learning context.

PURPOSES:

To ensure all pupils, regardless of needs, have the opportunity to learn together, helping one another, recognising and accepting individual differences in normal classroom situations.

GUIDELINES:

1.
The school staff will embrace the philosophy that “our school caters for all pupils regardless of whether they have special needs or not.  We will endeavour to find a way to ensure they can be included and receive an appropriate education at our school”.

2.
Co-operative Learning and Precision Teaching are seen as vital to successful Inclusive Education.

3.
Prior to the Special Needs students inclusion there will be at least one planning meeting involving the classroom teacher, parents of the pupils and any allied agencies involved with the pupil to determine goals, procedures and establish appropriate resources.

4.
Inclusive Education for Special Needs pupils requires that appropriate resources, both human and physical be in place prior to the inclusion taking place.

5.
Appropriate resources and an adequate budget will be available from either the ORS Grant (Ongoing Resource Student) or SEG funds (Special Education Grant).

6.
Ongoing staff development/training will be provided to ensure success of inclusive education for both class teacher and any aides employed.

7.
Close liaison with aides and specialist help will be maintained.

8.
Regular IEPs (Individual Education Plans) will establish joint goals/objectives, identify appropriate strategies for implementing these goals and objectives and name those responsible for putting them into practice.  These meetings will involve the pupil’s parents, specialists, the classroom teacher and Teacher Aides.

9.
IEPs will prioritise learning needs and set out specific objectives that are realistic and achievable.

10.
In adapting and implementing normal programmes to meet the special needs of these pupils, Teacher Aides will be consulted and fully involved.

11.
The school’s Inclusive Education folder will be maintained, updated and referred to by teachers of Special Needs pupils.

CONCLUSION:


With appropriate resources, attitudes, knowledge and skills Special Needs pupils can be included within a normal classroom. 
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