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SPELLING

GUIDELINES:

1. From the beginning, children will be taught to attempt to spell the words they use in writing – putting down letters they hear and the parts they recall.  Appropriate words will be corrected.

2. At an appropriate stage, children will learn the words they use in writing which are identified as useful by them and the teacher.

3. A major part of any spelling programme must be individualised to meet the needs of all children and will be part of the language/reading programme.

4. Children will learn to spell words using kinaesthetic, aural and visual methods,

a. Study the word by looking at it, seeing its shape, saying the word and hearing its sound

b. Learn the word by saying the word, spelling out the letters, writing it out as it is being spelled out and writing the word again.

5. Children will learn more effectively if they look up at the words they are studying rather than down.

6. Opportunities will be given in the classroom for children to learn the patterns and regularities in words.

7. Dictionary skills will be taught.

8. Effective teaching is dependent upon the identification for the cause of spelling difficulty.

9. Our school will aim to:

a. Identify students with particular spelling weakness through the use of age graded spelling tests

b. Include instruction in conventional remedial spelling strategies in appropriate classroom situations

c. Provide remedial instruction in the phonological basis of spelling, if other remedial spelling strategies have not proven successful with a particular student

d. Encourage and promote the use of electronic phonetic spell-checkers, as well as conventional dictionaries

e. Encourage the use of word processing software with spell-check functions which can also translate phonetic to conventional spelling

f. Instil a school wide acceptance of the principle of “understandable’ spelling as defined by any spelling pattern that carries meaning in print.

g. Recognise and reward appropriately when a student effectively communicates their knowledge and ideas, either through conventional spelling or by regular phonetic spelling.
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