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HANDWRITING

RATIONALE:
Handwriting is an essential tool in effective written communication.  Students need to write legibly and fluently with sufficient speed for all practical purposes.

PURPOSES:

1.
To foster a neat, legible and fluent writing style in which students can take pride.

2.
To assess students readiness to learn to write on entry to school, to establish correct pencil grip, and to begin formation of letters and numerals correctly.

3.
To master the basic skills of grip, movement and shape and to practice these regularly.

4.
For children to learn correct movements rather than slavishly copy letter shape or formation.

5.
To teach cursive writing in years 3 and 4 by the addition of ligatures.

6.
To consolidate skills so children learn to write both upper and lower case letters automatically.

7.
To develop an individual style based upon correct grip and movements.

8.
To meet the criteria as laid down in the Handwriting Syllabus of 1985.

GUIDELINES:

1.
Students will be assessed for their readiness to learn to write on entry to school.

2.
Initial goals will be to establish the correct grip, starting points of each letter and to form letters and numerals correctly.  

3.
In early stages children can be grouped for instruction according to their level of development.

4.
Basic Script will be taught in the first two years.

5.
Upper case letters will be introduced when students are able to write most lower case letters from memory.

6.
Programmes will include practice periods involving individual tuition and formal writing sessions as Handwriting is a skill which children learn through successive approximations and gradual refining.

7.
Teacher examples/models should be good models of basic script and cursive style.

8.
Media other than pencil will be practised and used as students' skills develop.

9.
Continuing guidance on grip, starting points, letter formation and ligatures will be given after observation of children's writing.

10.
Children should be encouraged to evaluate their own writing.

CONCLUSION:

The development of an efficient, individual style of handwriting depends upon the mastery of basic skills which can be achieved by regular practice and competent teaching.
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