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ORAL LANGUAGE

RATIONALE:
Listening and speaking are essential for language development, for learning, for relating to others and for living successfully in society.

PURPOSES:

1. To enable pupils to engage with and enjoy oral language in all its varieties.

2. To enable pupils to understand, respond to and use oral language effectively in a range of contexts.

3. To encourage pupils to confidently express their ideas and feelings, respect the views of others and critically appraise the views of others.

4. To meet the achievement objectives of the oral language strand of the English National Curriculum statement.

5. To meet the speaking and listening goals of the local community stated in the School Charter.

GUIDELINES:

1. A deliberately planned programme, rich in experiences, variety and structured freedom will be encouraged and challenge children to use oral language to express thoughts clearly, fluently and correctly in speech and to think critically about what they hear.

2. Pupils should recognise the ways in which oral language varies according to context, understand the structures and conventions of different oral language texts and develop the knowledge and strategies for analysing spoken language, using real examples.

3. Technology, such as radio and tape recording should be used as well as direct communication in formal and informal situations.

4. Children will be encouraged to explore oral language, to listen and think critically and process information.

5. The wider school community (other than the classroom) may be used to provide suitable “audiences” or situations to practise and extend the wide range of skills necessary to communicate well.

6. Classroom climate is very important when encouraging children to interact freely and confidently.

CONCLUSION:

A commitment to encouraging and challenging children within a climate of respect and trust will enable oral language to flourish.
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