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TECHNOLOGY

RATIONALE:
Learning in Technology contributes to the intellectual and practical development of pupils and produces citisens who feel empowered in our technological society rather than intimidated by it.  Experience with using, maintaining, modifying and adapting existing technologies as well as creating new technological innovations while understanding the relationship between people and technology will enable our pupils to make informed choices in their use of technology, respond to technological change, continue learning and contribute to the development of society.

PURPOSES:

1. To enable pupils to achieve technological literacy through the development of 


-
technological knowledge and understanding


-
technological capability


-
understanding and awareness of the relationship between technology and society.

2.
To meet the local community goals stated in the School Charter, achievement objectives stated in the National Curriculum, and continue development of the eight essential skills specified in the Curriculum Framework statement by providing learning opportunities to enable pupils to meet the School Achievement Expectations for Technology.

GUIDELINES:

1. A deliberately planned programme, rich in experiences, which emphasises the integration of intellectual and practical abilities.

2. Teachers will select or devise content, contexts and learning approaches that make connections between pupil’s everyday lives and experiences and the world beyond the school gate and extend the pupils appreciation of the ways technology impacts on their lives and society.

3. Technology programmes will recognise and respect and respond to the educational needs, experiences, interests and values of all pupils - male and female, all ethnic groups, different abilities and disabilities and different social and religious backgrounds.

4. Pupils will be encouraged to work in teams, use trial and error, take risks and seek multiple solutions to problems.

5. Pupils will be given the opportunity to make choices with respect to culture and society, cost and benefits, aesthetics and fitness for purpose.

6. Technology will predominantly be taught in substantial sections rather than dissipated across the curriculum.

7. Progression in technology should be described in terms of the increasing scope and sophistication of ideas, skills and understandings that contribute to a pupils technological decisions and activities.

9. Staff will consider the background experience, interest and needs of pupils when selecting an appropriate context within which to study a Technological area.  Contexts will be selected from:



Personal

Recreational

Energy



Home


Community

Business



School


Environmental

Industrial

10. An important component of technology is the link between school and the community.

11. When developing technology programmes staff will ensure that the environment, equipment and the planned learning experiences are all safe in terms of the age and range and levels of competence of the pupils.

12. Staff will receive ongoing professional development along with budgetary consideration for resources.

13. Staff will be aware that the children’s acceptance and understanding of new technologies will be different from their own and at times will need to be open minded and non judgemental.

CONCLUSION:

By following the above pupils should develop the Technological abilities and understandings necessary to become informed members of our technological society.
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