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VISUAL LANGUAGE

RATIONALE:

Our language environment is rich in signs, symbols and other forms of visual language in which words and images interact.

On the page, on the stage, on television, and on the computer screen, visual and verbal elements are combined in increasingly global systems of communication.

PURPOSE:

1. To enable pupils to engage with and enjoy visual language in all its varieties.

2. To enable pupils to understand, respond to and use visual language effectively in a range of contexts.

3. To meet the achievement objectives of the visual language strand of the English National Curriculum.

4. To teach children to write legibly and fluently with sufficient speed for all practical purposes.

GUIDELINES:

1. Pupils should explore various forms of verbal and visual communication and analyse the interaction between words and images, thinking critically about the meanings and effects produced.

2. Pupils should develop strategies to identify and analyse the techniques and conventions of visual language in a variety of extents.

3. A planned programme should combine theory with practice so that children can produce their own example of visual language by writing a script, planning and making a video, designing an advertisement or producing a class newspaper.

4. The use of computer technology, including multi media systems will greatly enhance the children’s ability to explore and experiment with elements of visual language.

5. Working with equipment, such as the video camera, can help children to understand techniques and refine ideas.

6. In assessing such work, teachers should be concerned less with the technical results than with the student’s process of learning and understanding.

7. Children learn the skill of handwriting through successive approximation and gradual refinement.  Teaching programmes will include regular practice periods, formal writing sessions and individual tuition.

CONCLUSION:

Visual language is very important in everyday communication and a significant part of the language experiences of children.  Our pupils will be in control of this aspect of language activity rather than users and observers.
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