
CPS 1
KHANDALLAH SCHOOL
PROCEDURAL  STATEMENT

VISUAL LANGUAGE

RATIONALE:

Language includes all the speaking, listening, discussion, reading and writing activities a pupil undertakes and includes spelling and handwriting.  Language is the vehicle whereby people communicate with others.  It is a tool we use to think more clearly, to express ourselves more fluently, to establish and maintain relationships, to influence others, to reason, imagine and pass on our cultural feelings, desires and information.
PURPOSE:

1. A deliberately planned programme, rich in experiences, variety and structured freedom will be encouraged and challenge children to use language to express thoughts clearly, fluently and correctly in speech and writing.

2. To raise children’s awareness and sensitivity and develop inherent expressive abilities.

3. To enable children to become independent and achieve the skills necessary to organise, classify, generalise and reflect their own experience, thoughts and knowledge.

4. To provide suitable “audiences” or situations to practice and extend the wide range of skills necessary to communicate well.

5. To develop a classroom climate that encourages students to interact freely and confidently.

GUIDELINES:

1. It is the teacher’s role to motivate the use of language by providing audiences or experiences, building on these, to regularly model various means of expression or publication and to monitor children’s progress.
2. Language skills will develop when children’s needs are identified and become the basis for teaching.

3. Students with common needs can be grouped in instruction.

4. A classroom climate that provides positive support and a planned programme will encourage language to flourish.
5. A sequential programme of development will be provided based on the needs of the children and resources available.
6. Individual conferencing will be a feature of ongoing monitoring and teaching.

7. Incidental teaching/learning will operate alongside a deliberately planned programme.

8. Opportunities to involve language skill development will be integrated throughout the curriculum.

9. Language development will be enhanced when the elements of language are seen as a whole and not divorced from each other.

10. Language development is seen as an integral part of the child’s day and the child must see the purpose and need for enhancing their own language skills.

11. This policy will be revised on the introduction of the National Curriculum Statement.

CONCLUSION:

This school has a commitment to preparing children with language skills necessary to communicate successfully in a highly complex world.  We want to develop in children, the ability to express themselves clearly, correctly and with originality.
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